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and lapsed into the theism of the Sutras and the Gzta.
The Vedic gods Visnu and S'iva became supreme in
the Puranic period and are the chief deities of Vaisna-
vism and S'aivism today. Hinduism has a popular and
philosophic side and the popular side consists of mytho-
logy and ritualism and is contained in the Ifihasas, Puranas
and the Sgamas. The philosophic side reaches its climax
in idealistic monism ;   it says that religion is for the
mass mind and philosophy is for the thinking few. Even
the Personal God is only an appearance of the Absolute.
Some add that the Upanisads support monism and the
GUd and the Sutras, theism.   Such views are entirely
opposed to tradition and scriptural integrity and are due to
prejudice. The Veda is impersonal and eternal and it is the
same as the Upanisad. It is unfair to religion to say that it
is for the mass mind and that philosophy transcends the reli-
gious consciousness. Hinduism as a religion is theistic or
pan-entheistic and is impersonal in origin, and it is as old
as human nature; if philosophy transcends religion, it is
outside the scope of religion and we are not concerned with
it. Hegel's view that Hinduism occupies the lowest place
in religious development and that Christianity is the crown
of religion betrays prejudice and Hegel gives up his
case when he says that absolutism is a higher stage than
religion. The view that religion is at first tribal, then
national and then universal is simply not true.  The
Semitic view that religion is a historic revelation is plausible
if it does not deny the similar faith of other people. Bud-
dhism is strictly not a religion, but in Buddhistic countries
Buddha takes the place of Buddhi and the Bodhisatva ideal
has affinities with Vaisriavism. Thus, it will be seen that
all the great world religions are essentially theistic and they
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